The Sudbury Conservation Commission (SCC) will be running the Archery Deer Management Program on
some of the town conservation lands again this year as it has done successfully since 1999. The archery
season this year runs from Oct. 15 — Dec. 31.

The purpose of the program is to control the deer population safely and ethically by allowing experienced
archery hunters onto town lands. Archery hunters who apply to the program must be experienced, have
successfully completed the bow hunter safety course, and passed a proficiency test and interview before
being accepted into the program. We have police officers, bow hunting safety instructors, fire fighters, and
other experienced hunting and safety personnel in the program. No more than 25 hunters per year are
given permits and these hunters are spread out among 15 town conservation lands. Nine of this year’s
hunters have been in the participating in the program since 1999.

Once accepted into the program, the hunters are assigned to one of the town’s public conservation
properties and may then harvest whitetail deer, using bow and arrow only, on their assigned area.
Hunters must follow all of the state’s game laws as well as additional rules dictated by the SCC designed to
maximize the safety of non-hunters who may be using the same properties during the hunting season. All
hunting equipment (tree stands, etc.) must be clearly labeled with the hunter’s permit number. Anyone
who finds hunting equipment that does not have a permit number is asked to contact the SCC office. It is
unlawful to tamper with hunting equipment on SCC lands whether or not the equipment is properly
labeled.

Hunters with permits are also required to complete a service project dictated by the SCC that is designed
to maintain or improve the town’s conservation properties. Please be respectful of these sportsmen and
women and their equipment. They are providing a valuable service by helping control the deer population
and thereby lowering the danger on the highway, reducing the amount of damage to residents’
landscaping, impacting agricultural crops, reducing the biodiversity on many conservation lands by
browsing the understory and sapling habitats, and maintaining a healthy deer herd with numbers that the
land can sustain.

Read more: Bow hunting program in Sudbury - Sudbury, MA - The Sudbury Town Crier
http://www.wickedlocal.com/sudbury/news/x2105837421/Bow-hunting-program-in-
Sudbury#ixzz2lEvzo1L9
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